
The emergence of a great power 
in the 17th century
The first sections of the exhibition are dedicated to Europe in the 16th and 17th 
century.

The struggle for power, territory and influence repeatedly led to armed con-
flicts in which the Holy Roman Empire, whose political centre had now finally 
shifted to the Habsburg Monarchy, played an important role.

The emperor, the imperial princes and the estates were at the centre of the 
conflicts. The Thirty Years‘ War marked a temporary climax.

Changes in the structure of European powers went hand in hand with changes 
in the military system. Medieval armies of knights were a thing of the past. 
Instead, mercenaries dominated the battlefields.

The imperial armies, which until the Thirty Years‘ War had been unevenly equip-
ped and only recruited for the duration of each military campaign, were trans-
formed into a permanently paid „standing“ army.

Large armies had to be equipped with modern and expensive weapons, posing 
a financial problem. Due to the emperor‘s chronic shortage of money, these 
masses of troops were partly financed by so-called war contractors. One of 
these was Albrecht von Wallenstein (1583 - 1634), Duke of Friedland and Sagan, 
one of the most important generals of his time.

Wallenstein helped leading imperial troops to victory in the Thirty Years‘ War. 
He succeeded in bringing about a military turnaround: in the Battle of Lützen 
in 1632, imperial troops led by him were able for the first time to hold their own 
in an open field battle against an army commanded by Gustavus Adolphus (1594 
- 1632). The Swedish king was killed in this battle.

The war continued for 16 years and ended with the Peace of Münster and Osna-
brück in 1648.

Parts of the exhibition are closed due to repair work; 
we ask for your understanding!

HGM aktuell März/April
2024

Highlightes im März und April: Vortrag von Dr. Ilya Berkovich: Österreichs jüdische Soldaten – Leben 

Sehr geehrte Damen und Herren!
Liebe Freundinnen und Freunde des
Heeresgeschichtlichen Museums!

Nachdem uns der Start ins neue Jahr gut gelungen ist, geht 
es im März und April gleich spannend weiter.

Den Anfang macht am 6. März Dr. Ilya Berkovich, der in 
seinem Vortrag über die ersten jüdischen wehrpflichtigen 
Soldaten der Donaumonarchie von 1788 bis 1815 spricht. Ba-
sierend auf den tausenden Personalakten ist dieser Vortrag 
der erstmalige Versuch, deren Erlebnisse zu rekonstruieren 
und zu bewerten.

Für unsere internationalen Besucher:innen wird es zudem 
ab März jeden Samstagnachmittag eine Überblicksführung 
in englischer Sprache geben. Auch die Sonn- und Feiertags-
führungen um 11:00 Uhr haben wir um ein paar neue, span-
nende Themen erweitert.

Am 25. April gibt uns Prof. Dr. Carlo Masala mit dem Vortrag 
„Warum die Welt keinen Frieden findet“ einen interessanten 

Einblick in ein hochaktuelles Thema. Mit seinen Analysen 
zum Kriegsgeschehen in der Ukraine wurde Prof. Masala 
zu einem der gefragtesten Militärexperten des deutschen 
Sprachraums.
Sollten Sie im Frühling noch ein Ausflugsziel suchen, dann 

haben wir folgenden Tipp: Am 27. April öffnet unsere Aus-
senstelle Militärluftfahrtmuseum Zeltweg wieder ihre Tore! 
Im historischen Hangar Nr. 8 werden auf 5.000 m2 Ausstel-
lungsfläche über 25 Luftfahrzeuge aus der Geschichte der 
österreichischen Militärluftfahrt gezeigt. Und zu guter Letzt 
gibt es wie immer die Möglichkeit, sich nach Voranmeldung 
unsere Fernmeldesammlung in der Starhemberg-Kaserne 
anzuschauen.

Wir freuen uns auf Ihren Besuch!

Ihr Georg Hoffmann, Direktor
und das Team des HGM
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Wars against the Ottomans

Ottoman forces had repeatedly advanced west and north in the 16th century and 
had besieged Vienna for the first time in 1529. The Ottomans did not intervene 
in the fighting in Central Europe for the time being, but the fear of renewed ad-
vances remained: parts of south-east Europe already belonged to their empire. 

During the Thirty Years‘ War, the south-eastern border of the Habsburg Monar-
chy remained quiet, as the Ottomans were involved in a conflict with the Persi-
ans in the east of their empire.

In the 1660s, the Ottomans advanced west again. They were defeated on 1 Au-
gust 1664 at St. Gotthard an der Raab (Mogersdorf) by a European army under 
imperial field marshal Raimondo Montecuccoli (1609 - 1680).

Siege and relief (liberation) of the city of Vienna in 1683
July 1683: An Ottoman army under Grand Vizier Kara Mustapha (1634 or 1635-
1683) reaches Vienna.

September 1683: In the so-called Battle of Vienna, imperial, Polish and Ger-
man troops under the supreme command of Polish King John III Sobieski (1629 
- 1696) defeat the Ottoman siege army. It is a turning point and begins the push-
back of the Ottomans.

1686: The capital of Hungary, Ofen, is liberated after 150 years under Ottoman 
occupation. Belgrade is conquered in 1688.

Prince Eugene of Savoy (1663 - 1736), Duke Charles V of Lorraine (1643 - 1690) 
and Margrave Louis of Baden-Baden (1655 - 1707) („Turk Louis“) successfully lead 
the imperial armies.

1697: Prince Eugene as commander-in-chief of the imperial troops wins a vic-
tory against an Ottoman army at Zenta on the Tisza River in 1697.

1699: Ottoman rule in Eastern Central Europe ends with the Peace of Karlowitz 
in 1699. Hungary and Transylvania are absorbed into the Habsburg Monarchy.

Austria had become a great power.
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