
Assassination of Franz Ferdinand 
on 28 June 1914
A separate exhibition area is dedicated to the assassination in Sarajevo, 
which triggered a diplomatic crisis and ultimately the First World War.

It contains the Gräf & Stift automobile in which the Austro-Hungarian heir 
apparent Archduke Franz Ferdinand (1863 - 1914) and his wife Sophie Chotek 
Duchess of Hohenberg (1868 - 1914) were assassinated on 28 June 1914. The 
marks of two assassination attempts are still clearly visible.

The assassins‘ weapons are also on display: Browning M.1910/12 pistols and a 
Kragujevac system hand grenade.

Warnings and the first assassination attempt

On 26 and 27 June 1914, Archduke Franz Ferdinand took part in military exer-
cises of the XV and XVI Corps in Bosnia as the designated inspector general of 
the Austro-Hungarian armed forces. Protocol demanded a visit to the regional 
capital of Sarajevo on 28 June 1914.

There were numerous warnings of possible assassination plans at this time. 
However, Archduke Franz Ferdinand is said to have reacted extremely un-
impressed: „I will not allow myself to be put under a glass bowl. Our lives are 
always in danger. You just have to trust in God.“ They even drove with the top 
down.

The first assassination attempt took place on the way to town hall. One of the
assassins standing along the route, Nedeljko Čabrinović (1895 - 1916), threw a
hand grenade at the vehicle, but Franz Ferdinand was able to deflect it him-
self. The subsequent explosion damaged the following vehicle and injured 
several people, including Lieutenant Colonel Erik von Merizzi (1873 - 1917) and 
an adjutant of General Oskar Potiorek (1853 - 1933), the governor of Bosnia-
Herzegovina.

Assassin benefited from last-minute route change

The drive to town hall was continued despite the first assassination attempt,
but the visit there cut short. Then it was decided to visit wounded Lieutenant 
Colonel Merizzi in hospital.

The route was changed at short notice, leading to a disastrous misunderstan-
ding: near Latin Bridge, the first vehicle in the convoy turned right on Franz
Joseph Street instead of following Appel quai straight on to the hospital. The 
following car, driving the heir apparent, also turned right before the convoy 
could be stopped to resume its intended route.
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Sehr geehrte Damen und Herren!
Liebe Freundinnen und Freunde des
Heeresgeschichtlichen Museums!

Nachdem uns der Start ins neue Jahr gut gelungen ist, geht 
es im März und April gleich spannend weiter.

Den Anfang macht am 6. März Dr. Ilya Berkovich, der in 
seinem Vortrag über die ersten jüdischen wehrpflichtigen 
Soldaten der Donaumonarchie von 1788 bis 1815 spricht. Ba-
sierend auf den tausenden Personalakten ist dieser Vortrag 
der erstmalige Versuch, deren Erlebnisse zu rekonstruieren 
und zu bewerten.

Für unsere internationalen Besucher:innen wird es zudem 
ab März jeden Samstagnachmittag eine Überblicksführung 
in englischer Sprache geben. Auch die Sonn- und Feiertags-
führungen um 11:00 Uhr haben wir um ein paar neue, span-
nende Themen erweitert.

Am 25. April gibt uns Prof. Dr. Carlo Masala mit dem Vortrag 
„Warum die Welt keinen Frieden findet“ einen interessanten 

Einblick in ein hochaktuelles Thema. Mit seinen Analysen 
zum Kriegsgeschehen in der Ukraine wurde Prof. Masala 
zu einem der gefragtesten Militärexperten des deutschen 
Sprachraums.
Sollten Sie im Frühling noch ein Ausflugsziel suchen, dann 

haben wir folgenden Tipp: Am 27. April öffnet unsere Aus-
senstelle Militärluftfahrtmuseum Zeltweg wieder ihre Tore! 
Im historischen Hangar Nr. 8 werden auf 5.000 m2 Ausstel-
lungsfläche über 25 Luftfahrzeuge aus der Geschichte der 
österreichischen Militärluftfahrt gezeigt. Und zu guter Letzt 
gibt es wie immer die Möglichkeit, sich nach Voranmeldung 
unsere Fernmeldesammlung in der Starhemberg-Kaserne 
anzuschauen.

Wir freuen uns auf Ihren Besuch!

Ihr Georg Hoffmann, Direktor
und das Team des HGM
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The fatal shots

Another assassin, Gavrilo Princip (1894 - 1918), standing on this very street 
corner right at that moment, took his chance and fired the fatal shots with
his pistol.

One of the assassin's shots was allegedly aimed at General Potiorek (1853 - 
1933) but he missed. The bullet pierced the side of the car and hit Duchess 
Sophie in the abdomen. The other shot hit the heir to the throne Franz 
Ferdinand in the side of the throat. The two victims were quickly driven to the 
governor’s residence, the Konak of Sarajevo, but it was too late and only their 
deaths could be recorded there.

Ultimatum to Serbia

As far as the Austro-Hungarian government was concerned, Serbia alone was 
politically responsible for the assassination of Franz Ferdinand.

An ultimatum was sent to the Serbian government, with demands so harsh 
that they could not be met in their entirety. Within a few weeks, what initially 
appeared to be a limited conflict developed into a war of alliances between

 • the Central Powers Austria-Hungary, the German Empire and the Ottoman 
Empire (from autumn 1914) and

 • the Entente states: Russia, France, Great Britain and Serbia.

In the following years other states joined the respective alliances, ultimately
leading to global war.
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